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Reading Under the Stars 

Jackie Overton 
Elementary 

Administrator 

The children who start reading 

from an early age are observed to 

have good language skills, and 

they grasp the variances in phonics 

much better. 

 

Reading helps in mental develop-

ment and is known to stimulate the 

muscles of the eyes. Reading is an 

activity that involves greater levels 

of concentration and adds to the 

conversational skills of the reader. 

 

This is why Adventure Christian 

Academy embraces the A BEKA 

Curriculum with its strong empha-

sis on phonics and reading. We 

encourage parents to partner with 

us in the development of reading 

literacy of their child. 

The month of January is dedicated 

to the promotion of Reading Liter-

acy at ACA. We place strong em-

phasis on reading beginning in our 

3-year-old classes all the way to 

the high school level. Our 4-year-

old classes will begin their reading 

circles around January and are 

able to read and comprehend sim-

ple books. It is remarkable to 

The Importance  

of Reading 
 

It is a well-known fact that when 

there were no televisions or com-

puters, reading was a primary 

leisure activity. People would 

spend hours reading books and 

travel to far away lands in their 

minds. The only tragedy is that, 

with time and technology, people 

have lost their skill and passion to 

read. There are many other excit-

ing and thrilling options available, 

aside from books. Video game 

systems and games on computers 

have taken the place of leisure 

time reading. And that is a shame 

because reading offers a produc-

tive approach to improving vo-

cabulary and word power. It 

strengthens the vocabulary and 

allows us to keep abreast to what 

is going on the world around us. 

 

It is observed that children and 

teenagers who love reading have 

comparatively higher IQs. They 

are more creative and do better in 

school and college.  

watch their progress and academic 

growth. 

 

Early reading promotes language 

skills and enhances cognitive abili-

ties. Reading provides opportuni-

ties for physical development as 

well. Simply turning the pages of a 

book aids in fine-tuning motor 

skills. It stimulates the muscles of 

the eyes and affects chemistry of 

the body, too, by utilizing the 

brain. It also has an effect on 

senses such as sight, sound, touch, 

and smell. 

 

We will have our annual ñReading 

under the Starsò on Friday, Janu-

ary 22nd and the students will be 

allowed to dress as a character in a 

book that they have read. A special 

Chapel will be held that day and 

we are encouraging parents to 

come out and support their chil-

dren and see how creative the 

human mind can be in dressing 

and describing their various book 

characters. 

 

What storybook character are you dressing up l ike? 

Mikayla Stesney 
Grade Kindergarten 
 
ñI am dressing up like the Blessed Mother-Mary, 
because she was blessed with God.ò 

Alex Rodriguez 
Grade Kindergarten 
 
ñI am dressing up like Batman, because he is my favorite 
hero. He is a strong super hero. He has his own car and 
servant.ò 

Chandler Collins 
Grade 3rd 
 
ñI am dressing up like Indiana Jones, because I like the 
character.ò 

Zachary Flint 
Grade 1st 
 
ñI am dressing up like Shaggy, because I like him.ò 

Hallie Palmer 
Grade 1st 
 
ñCat, because it is my favorite book.ò 

Ben Avans 
Grade 3rd 
 
ñI am dressing up like John the Baptist, because he is 
a hero and we are learning about him in our family 
Bible studyò 

Cayden Combs 
Grade Pre-K3 
 
ñI am dressing up like Bob the builder, because he 
loves to work with tools.ò 

Victoria Wolfe 
Grade Pre-K3 
 
ñI am dressing up like Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz, 
because I love her sparkly red shoes.ò 

Elementary students Cole Singer and Aidan McLeod share a book during last years ñReading Under the Starsò 

Christina Walker enjoying  

her book during last yearôs  

ñReading Under the Starsò 

Miss Janet read ñI Love You Stinky 

Faceò  during last yearôs  

ñReading Under the Starsò 

The Coziest Kids during last years  

ñReading Under the Starsò 

Getting warm by the non-flammable fire during last years  

ñReading Under the Starsò 
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Queen Esther risked her life  
to save her people, the Jews 

Can you find the hidden objects: 

pot, broom, pencil, football, hoe, brush, 

 lionôs face, porcupine, and fan.  

RYAN BICKHART 
Art Director 

At first my life was normal, but 

then my parents both died. They 

died of a strange disease. I was so 

scared because I thought I was 

going to be alone. But then Mor-

decai, an older cousin, took me in. 

After that everything started to be 

okay. Then the king kicked his 

queen out and was looking for a 

new queen! They took me to a 

palace to be beautified for a whole 

year. During that time Mordecai 

told me not to tell anyone about 

being Jewish. Though I didnôt like 

that very much, I did it. I canôt 

believe that I became queen.  I 

never thought I was extremely 

pretty, even though the king dis-

agrees with me. It is great to be 

queen. All the food taste so good! 

The bed is so soft, and the king is 

very kind. Five years later I canôt 

believe what I heard from Morde-

cai. Mordecai said that all the Jews 

are going to be destroyed by our 

country. He said that Haman got 

this law passed. He asked me to 

save the Jews. He said God made 

me Queen for a reason. I could try 

to stop Hamanôs plan. I told him I 

would think about it. The next 

three days I couldnôt sleep, and I 

prayed a lot. I knew that I had to 

do it. That morning I put my most 

beautiful robes on and walked in 

the courtyard and waited for the 

king to summon me. If he didnôt, I 

would have died for coming in 

There was a queen named Esther, 

a very pretty queen, a king named 

Xerxes and a kingôs official named 

Haman. Haman was the kingôs 

friend. Mordecai was an older 

cousin of the queen who raised her 

because her parents died. Haman 

HATED Mordecai. Haman was 

stuck on thinking he was the man! 

He hated Mordecai just because he 

was a Jew. Haman was totally 

against Jews. He got an evil plot in 

mind to kill Mordecai and ALL 

THE JEWS! Haman almost got 

away with the plan to kill the 

Jews, but he got caught with help 

of Esther! The king knew about 

the Jewish Killing Day, but previ-

ously did NOT know that his own 

beautiful wife was a Jew. That 

Esther starts out as an orphan be-

cause of an unknown fatal accident 

that killed both her parents. I 

imagine that one day a goat went 

on a rampage and got in their 

house. Maybe they began to run, 

but the goat kicked them down the 

stairs. 

Her older cousin, Mordecai; who 

she calls her uncle, finds out about 

her. And he rescues her so she 

goes to live with him. They find 

out about a beauty pageant to look 

for a new queen. So she enters and 

wins. She was filled with excite-

ment. 

She ends up married to the king. 

She was so happy. She was living 

a good life until she found out a 

terrible truth. Her people were 

going to die. They were Jewish 

and Jews were hated by a powerful 

man, Haman. This man had tricked 

the king making a law that would 

get all the Jews killed on a certain 

day.  

Esther was also a Jew but the king 

did not know this. She began her 

rescue by throwing a big banquet. 

Haman was going to kill the Jews. 

But when the king found out 

Esther was a Jew on the third day 

Heroes of Faith: Esther Student Creative Writing Papers 

Taught by Mrs. Cheryl Dykstra 

without permission, but that day I 

got summoned by the king. Then I 

asked him to come to a banquet 

with me and bring Haman with 

him. At the banquet when the king 

asked me what I wanted I chick-

ened out and said ñCome to dinner 

tomorrow and bring Hamanò. The 

next day again, I was so nervous, 

but I had to do it. Well it got done, 

I told the king everything. He was 

very angry and while he went on 

the patio to decide Hamanôs pun-

ishment, Haman tried to get me to 

forgive him, but the king thought 

otherwise, so Haman was hanged 

and the king gave us a fighting 

chance and we were saved! We all 

lived happily ever after and made 

a party each year after that which 

is called Purim to remember how 

God rescued us through one of our 

Jewish heroes, Queen Esther. 

changed everything. He discov-

ered that Haman came up with the 

plan because of jealousy of Mor-

decai and prejudice. Haman had 

planned to hang Mordecai on 75 

foot gallows, but he was hung 

there instead by the kingôs edict. 

Thatôs the story about the beautiful 

queen Esther. Christina Walker 
6th Grade 

Kayla Richter 
8th Grade 

Aaron Pereira 
8th Grade 

of the banquet, he had Haman 

hung instead. He added another 

law about Jews saying they could 

fight back. They won the battle 

and they lived happily ever after. 

There are many fun events that go into the big umbrella of Adventure 

Christian Academy, but Plymouth Plantation Day has to be a highlight. 

Every year they sneak this event into our exciting schedule, but each year 

more and more students get to experience the life as a pilgrim, an Indian, or 

just have fun trying to hit a turkey! Our adventure starts with the story of 

Squanto. Everyone thinks they know the story, of how he helped the starv-

ing pilgrims survive the suffering winter, but before he even became a great 

hero, he was just a poor, melancholy Indian who tried to make a living in a 

cold world. After the story of Squanto we headed next door to hear the 

other side of the story, of the pilgrims.  A wise teacher (and an actual great-

great-granddaughter of a pilgrim) told us the story of their first tough, 

rough, winter. She handed each of us a cup of corn, with only three pieces 

inside. She said that that was the amount of food each pilgrim was sup-

posed to eaté for a day. We listened and became humble as she spoke 

about how half of their colony died, well, until one day. When Squanto and 

the friendly Indians came to the dying pilgrims, there was a full morning of 

thanksgiving and praise, to the Indians, to the new land, and to God. Next 

we headed outside, out to the field, where we played different games, in-

cluding tug-of-war. It didnôt look too pretty when we played, do you think? 

After that, we eat a hearty lunch, filled with juicy turkey, scrumptious food, 

and a delicious dessert! Finally, we topped it off with a Christmas movie; 

Talk about a great ending to a great day! A day to not only learn about the 

history of Squanto, the Indians, and the original Pilgrims, but also a day to 

relax, to eat and to play, a day where we can all enjoy the power of God 

and how he saved America and the pilgrims; even Squanto and his long 

rough life through lands brand new to his eyes. It all can be wrapped up 

into one good day: Plymouth Plantation Day. 

Plymouth Heroes 


